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This is a short introduction to some work that I and others are doing to end the common 
practice whereby pavements are used for overspill parking. I am asking for your support.



Pavement parking is a major problem outside London.....  
We need a new legal framework to prevent pedestrians 
from being marginalised by inconsiderate parking.
Living Streets 2
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I will start by noting that this is recognised as a major problem by a number of influential 
bodies, including Living Streets



Getting about safely on pavements is essential for blind and partially 
sighted people. We need to be able to use pavements without worrying 
about obstacles that might be blocking the way. 

Unfortunately too many car drivers park on the pavements mistakenly 
thinking they're doing the right thing in keeping the road clear, forcing 
pedestrians into the street.

Royal National Institute of Blind People3
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The Royal National Institute of Blind people
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This Note outlines the general legal position on pavement parking and the measures 

available to the police and local authorities to tackle it.  

There is no national prohibition against on-street or ‘pavement’ parking except in relation to 

heavy commercial vehicles. Local authorities may act to tackle pavement parking in various 

ways, such as under legislation governing obstruction and dangerous parking; designating 

limited areas of ‘no pavement parking’ through a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO); or 

establishing a special parking area.  However, this is a difficult area and there has always 

has been a problem of enforcement of such legal remedies as do exist.   

Information on other parking-related matters can be found on the Roads Topical Page of the 

Parliament website. 
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This information is provided to Members of Parliament in support of their parliamentary duties 

and is not intended to address the specific circumstances of any particular individual. It should 

not be relied upon as being up to date; the law or policies may have changed since it was last 

updated; and it should not be relied upon as legal or professional advice or as a substitute for 

it. A suitably qualified professional should be consulted if specific advice or information is 

required.  

This information is provided subject to our general terms and conditions which are available 

online or may be provided on request in hard copy. Authors are available to discuss the 

content of this briefing with Members and their staff, but not with the general public. 
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And Parliament



No current law is being broken at this 
moment. The police could not act.
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I will start by emphasising that the police could not act in this instance - the only possibly 
offence would be ‘obstruction’ and since the police officer could get by then no one is being 
obstructed. The fact that a mother with a double buggy or someone in a wheelchair may 
attempt to get to the bus stop in a few minutes is irrelevant! The presence of a vehicle on the 
pavement can’t be used as evidence that the vehicle was driven onto the pavement (which is 
an offence).



This was not considered to be 
obstruction by the police in Bristol
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To emphasis this, the police in Bristol checked this vehicle after a complaint and evidently 
said that no offence was being committed, even though it is on a blind bend. There will 
always be room for argument without a national pavement parking ban.



Here?7
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Again, this is not causing an obstruction at this moment.



Here? 8
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This mother and her children can again get past with a struggle so there is no obstruction.



etc....
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Parking a car against a bus stop - equally, no offence has been committed (other than driving 
on the pavement) which is illegal but which can only be actioned if the police see it 
happening.
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Here is a typical local street near where I live with cars on the pavement and also a tow-bar 
overhanging the pavement to catch the unwary. The owners of these vehicles have refused 
my request to move them.
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And again, this time a large Parcel Force van and a BMW combine to create a major problem 
for pedestrians.
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And then there are bins which just makes it worse.



This might be illegal, but it continues
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And on some streets bins are left on the pavement permanently, effectively ‘privatising’ the 
footway. Ipswich Borough Council has not responded to be request for clarification on this 
one even though they provided the huge bins for these houses.



Current traffic maintenance regulations requires 
that signs are left on the pavement like this
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And then there is legal requirement to place warning signs for road-works on the pavement. 
Here we have a combination of pavement parking and road-works signs creating chaos. I 
have done a traffic count at this point and counted 500 school children passing this point 
twice a day!



and like this
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These signs are required even when the road-works (visible in the distance) are not actually 
causing any further narrowing of the road than the cars which require no warning sign!



and like this
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These signs are apparently still required according the the company responsible for this work 
even in places where it would be impossible for a driver of a vehicle to see them such as on 
this dead-end street. I asked the workmen to remove the signs, they said they couldn’t. I 
wrote to the company they confirmed that they had to place them like this.



Traffic Safety Measures and Signs for Road Works and Temporary Situations 2009. Part 1 page 118 17
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Here is the diagram from the official DfT guidance showing the mandatory placement of signs 
on the footway.



This is not ‘criminal damage’, indeed the police 
are powerless to do anything about it
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Causing damage like this to a park would be ‘criminal damage’, with verges the police can do 
nothing even though it is often a deeply contentious issue in many residential areas.
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An offense is being caused here by the post office van and the other car, but the police can 
not act because it is a civil enforcement matter. The police have asked me to ask you to 
request that police can act in addition to the civil enforcement officers in such situations.



or this, it is a ‘civil enforcement’ matter only
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Again, the police can’t act here even though parking on the pavement by yellow lines is illegal 
- this is something that can only be enforced by a civil officer resulting in duplicated effort.



This can be enforced by the police, but 
they were unaware of their powers
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The law is so complicated that it was only when I told the local police about their powers to 
stop drivers blocking raised crossing that they became aware of it at all! This is not a 
criticism of the police as such, just a reflection that the law is hopelessly confusing.



This is illegal but happens every day
22
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Even when the police are able to act, such as on the approach to a crossing drivers working 
of major companies brazenly ignore the law. The vehicle is also blocking a cycle track and the 
exit of the cycle track onto the road.



and again
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Here is another example taken a few days later, again on pelican crossing. In this case the 
firm did at least take it seriously and reprimanded the driver.



Pavement parking damages surfaces leading to 
falls, and large repair and compensation bills
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As well as causing inconvenience to pedestrians, the parking on pavements causes serious 
damage to the pavements themselves which in turns leads to the creation of trip hazards and 
costs for both compensation and repair.



Vehicle numbers are just increasing....
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The number of registered vehicles in this country just goes up and up making the problem 
worse each year. Economists celebrate when sales increase and worry when they don’t.
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This is leading to intimidation and physical violence
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and again
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and again
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and injuries
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and another injury. This 3yo had her leg broken by a vehicle reversing into an illegal parking 
spot.
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People are starting to take direct action
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In some places the police are working with locals. In Oxford they provide free stickers for 
windscreens through the local library system. Big Society in action?
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And the police work with the schools and even get the kids to tell the adults off!
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However it is very political. In Reading the Conservatives and LibDems want a ban and Labour 
are fighting it.
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I want to see ‘community parking watch’ schemes set up along similar lines to community 
speed watch. In addition we will need a national ban on pavement parking but this will only 
be achieved with widespread support.
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Members will give out tickets with official support from the police as in Oxford. Currently 
people are using informal leaflets with mixed results.
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And accept photograph evidence which they will follow up with warning letters.
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Finally... we can’t clear the pavements of cars in many of our urban areas without many 
people disposing of their vehicles and joining car clubs. Thank you.



‘Pavement are for people’
A new national campaign to reclaim pavements for pedestrians
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So.. will you give your support to the campaign??


